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Wedding Fit for a Queen
On November 20, 1947, Princess Elizabeth
married Lieutenant Philip Mountbatten, Duke of
Edinburgh, a former Greek and Danish prince.
Two thousand guests were invited to the ceremony
at Westminster Abbey, and it was broadcast by
the BBC over both radio and on television to the
masses, which was groundbreaking coverage at the
time. Not only did thousands of well-wishing Britons
line the streets of London and swarm in front of
Buckingham Palace, but an estimated 200 million
people tuned in to the BBC broadcasts.
Princess Elizabeth’s wedding dress
was designed by Sir Norman
Hartnell, designer to a long line
of British royalty. His design was
inspired by Botticelli’s painting
Primavera, an homage to spring
and rebirth, and was submitted
for review and accepted in
mid-August, giving him just a few months to build
the dress. It was made with ivory silk, fashioned
with crystals and 10,000 seed pearls, and had a
15-foot silk tulle full court train. Because Britain was
still subject to the rationing restrictions of World
War II, Princess Elizabeth had to use rationing
coupons to pay for her dress. Hundreds of Britons
sent their personal coupons to the princess in a
show of support. The Queen lent her daughter
her grandmother Queen Mary’s Russian Fringe
tiara for the wedding day. Just as Elizabeth was
set to leave for the Abbey, the tiara snapped and
had to be quickly repaired on-site.
The royal couple received 11 wedding cakes, but
only one was official, baked by Scotland’s McVitie
and Price. The cake stood nine feet high in four tiers.
With food rationing still in place, ingredients from
around the world were sent as wedding presents,
including sugar from the Girl Guides of Australia.
With ingredients coming from far and wide, the
cake was known as the “10,000 Mile Cake.” In
an era of austerity, some balked at the spectacle
of such a lavish affair. But most Britons reveled
in the royals and their extravagant wedding. It
would be decades before another wedding of
such import.
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Will Rogers (cowboy) – November 4, 1879
William Wells Brown (writer) – November 6, 1814
Dorothy Dandridge (actress) – November 9, 1922
Neil Young (musician) – November 12, 1945
Whoopi Goldberg (comedian) – November 13, 1955
Danny DeVito (actor) – November 17, 1944
Dominique Dawes (gymnast) – November 20, 1976
Ricardo Montalbán (actor) – November 25, 1920
Tina Turner (singer) – November 26, 1939
Samuel Clemens (writer) – November 30, 1835
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Thank you to the Junior Honor
Society students at Warren Middle
School Forney ISD for providing our
residents with awesome Halloween
gifts! Thank you to Becky of Dignity
Hospice for donating yummy candy.

November 2020

The Writing Life

The Great Comet of 1680

Many writers believe that stories are alive inside
all of us, just waiting for the moment to come alive
when the pen is finally put to paper. November
is both Novel Writing Month and Memoir Writing
Month, providing inspiration for writers to develop
a fantastical fiction or share personal histories.

For many of the 17th century, the appearance of
a comet in the sky was something horrifying to
behold. Comets were believed to be omens of
disaster, foretelling earthquakes and storms, the
death of kings, and the approach of disease. The
year after a comet appeared over the skies of
England in 1664, the Bubonic Plague killed
100,000 people in London. Then, in 1666, the
Great Fire of London burned much of the central
city to the ground. The word disaster comes
from the Greek dis, meaning “bad,” and aster,
meaning “star.” Indeed, many disasters were
presaged by bad stars.

All peoples and cultures tell
stories. It has been said that
storytelling is an essential part
of human nature and society.
We use stories to establish
social mores, preserve history, teach life lessons,
explain the inexplicable, and entertain. The act of
writing transposes oral stories into lasting works
of art. This is a powerful act, one that defies even
death, for written stories may last for centuries and
even millennia after their creators are forgotten.
November 1 is Author’s Day, a perfect day for
self-reflection. What do you want to write? Is there
a story inside you that you’ve been meaning to
share? If you don’t believe that you have a story
worth sharing, think again. What is your fondest
childhood memory? What moment most impacted
your life? Remember, it is also human nature to
find losses more powerful than gains. In many
ways, sad stories about bad decisions or grave
mistakes are just as compelling as those with
happy endings. The writing process begins with
a thought. The next step is to jot those thoughts
down as notes. Only after you’ve amassed a wild
jumble of ideas can you begin to organize them
into the cohesive form of a memoir or novel. The
human brain loves patterns. Organizing your
thoughts into a beginning, middle, and end—
creating a pattern—will help you create order out
of ambiguity and could feel incredibly rewarding.
Most importantly, keep writing! November 15 is
I Love to Write Day, a good reminder halfway
through the month, in case you’ve forgotten.
Even if you never publish the book you are writing,
research has shown that writing is a valuable tool
for personal growth and healing. When you write,
you nurture yourself, and that’s worth more than
the most expensive book contract.

In November of 1680, a comet
appeared in the heavens so
big, so bright, and with such
a long tail that it could be
seen in the daytime. The
appearance of the Great
Comet of 1680 threw many into confusion and
dread. One letter from the time read: “God
threatens us with dreadful punishments if we do
not repent.” Others turned to science to explain
the phenomenon.

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH
AMELEWORK HABTEMICAL
Congratulations to Amelework for being Three
Forks employee of the month!
Amelework was born in Ethiopia and currently
resides in Forney. She has worked as a resident
assistant at Three Forks Senior Living for two
years. She enjoys her coworkers, and likes getting
to know the residents.
Her hobbies and interest are reading the Bible.

The German astronomer Gottfried Kirch became
the first man ever to see a comet from a telescope
when he discovered the Great Comet on
November 21, 1680. It came to be known as Kirch’s
Comet. A Spanish Jesuit priest, Eusebio Kino,
charted the comet’s course as he traveled from
Cadiz, Spain, to Mexico City. His published account
of the comet, the Exposición astronómica de la
cometa, was one of the first scientific papers
published in the New World. But the most famous
investigator of the Great Comet was undoubtedly
Isaac Newton.
Astronomer Johannes Kepler had previously
argued that objects revolved around the sun in
elliptical orbits. Alas, he never proved this theory.
Newton, using data from the Royal Astronomer
John Flamsteed, proved once and for all that the
comet did indeed travel around the sun in an
elliptical orbit. Newton’s study of the Great Comet
also led to his well-known theories of gravity.

Dignity Hospice surprised us with
some Root Beer Floats as we ended
the dog days of the summer heat.

We welcome our newest community residents

WILLIAM C.
JOHN D.
VIRGINIA D.
EVELYN H.
VALARIE F.
JOANN M.
WINNIE M.
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